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Why data is so important?
“What is not measured is unknown…

…and what is unknown cannot be managed”

• Reliable data is essential to:
• Prioritize public health issues

• Assess the full nature of the problem (who is at risk ? When ? Why ? )

• Assess the real economic costs associated with road crashes 

• Design the most (cost) effective road safety interventions

• Monitor progress and adjust work plan

• Data on the magnitude of the problem and the risk factors are essential to 
develop a systematic approach to road safety: At the heart of a SAFE 
SYSTEM APPROACH

Source: Word Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention. World Health 
Organization and The World Bank, 2004
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Why data is so important?

• It is necessary to generate baselines on road safety in each country, this could 
help governments addressing their interventions and assessing the effectiveness 
of their programs

• This is not only for measuring global progress, but also to create a healthy 
competition among countries

• To design an effective baseline, you must identify, first:
- The people and agencies involved in the collection, processing and use of road safety 
data;
- The sources and data systems in operation, their strengths and limitations;
- The needs of the end users;
- Political factors that help or hinder the improvement of road safety data systems.

Source: WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety & WHO Data systems, a road 
safety manual for decisions makers and practitioners

“The availability of data and information and its analysis is key to its 
development of strategic planning”
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What is a Regional Road Safety Observatory?  

• A formal network of governmental representatives, sharing similar 
culture, safety challenges and the desire to take actions to improve 
road safety in their countries. 

• A forum to share experiences, data and information regarding road 
safety policies, to conduct joint studies and to learn from each other 
and to facilitate co-operation. 
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Observatories  challenges

INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF THE DATA SYSTEM

ROAD SAFETY OBSERVATORY

Information system for the planning and 
evaluation of road safety policies

THE DATA SYSTEM

What information do we need for decision 
making in road safety policies?
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Why a Road Safety Observatory for Africa ?  

• Raising road safety on the political agenda 

• Creating incentives for better road safety performance, emulation, co-
operation.  

• Help countries to improve data as required by WHO monitoring 
process 

• Scale up achievements of a few countries to more countries (snow 
ball effect)  

• Provide country with a tool to more systematically collect safety data 
(crash and other SPIs)  

• Experiences in other regions have demonstrated the value of RSO. 

https://www.google.com.ar/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_07eJldDXAhXInJAKHfoTCN8QjRwIBw&url=https://en.trend.az/business/economy/2276650.html&psig=AOvVaw0SQxzsG_VbsMgjlaIQ3Bep&ust=1511370770762376
http://www.google.com.ar/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjFop_AldDXAhUDG5AKHXvKAfYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.gavi.org/about/partners/wb/&psig=AOvVaw0lvBuVnVPDU5nv6bTtRw_o&ust=1511370900009283
http://www.google.com.ar/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.cikfia.com/newsroom/view/article/new-fia-international-sporting-code-for-2014.html&psig=AOvVaw0lNkX5rc8EmPOJEIxZNvfz&ust=1511370858020031


Expected outputs of the Africa RSO

• A network :
• Policy level
• Data experts 

• A forum to exchange and discuss
• Policy issues 
• Technical and methodological issues 
• Experiences 
• Learn from each other 

• A common database

• Commen surveys, annual reports, joint researches …. 
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Konstandinos Diamandouros, «Current and future challenges of the European Road Safety Observatory»

European Road Safety Observatory

• The ERSO is the information system of the European 

Commission with harmonized specialist information 

on road safety practices and policy in European 

countries.

• Data included in ERSO (macroscopic and in-depth) 

concern:

- Road accidents - Social costs

- Risk exposure - Traffic laws and measures

- Safety performance indicators - Accident causation data

- Under-reporting of accidents - Accident injury data

- Country characteristics

• The knowledge section contains several reports on 

important road safety issues, as well as the road safety 

country profiles.



IRTAD : the International Traffic Safety Data and Analysis 
Group 

• Permanent working group of 
ITF/OECD

• 80 Members from 42 countries: 
• Governmental agencies, research 

organisations, industry, academia, 
NGOs…

• Open to all countries 

• Aggregated database based on 
common definitions 

• Annual report
• Progressive inclusion of more 

countries, following data audit
• Nigeria, Morocco, South Africa 

are part of the network 
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New Partnerships (PAHO, other MDB) International 
recognitions – UN General Secretary  

Design of a 
Motorcycle's Plan of 

Action for Pilot 
Countries

Data Coordinators 
Workshop

Programmed VCs and 
training Webinars

Road Safety 
Baseline 
Surveys, 

Harmonization, 
and Analysis 

Interventions on 
Child Restraint 

Systems and Helmet 
Usage
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YOUR RESPOSES TO THE SURVEY
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Thanks for Answering the 
Survey!


