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Modal split in selected African cities (Source: Agora Verkehrswende and GIZ 2023, data from 
MobiliseYourCity 2022)



Unique Challenges of the Continent
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High reliance 
on walking



Limited pedestrian 
infrastructure



Rapid 
motorization



Informal urban 
systems



Slide 11

Slide 12

1,000,000,000 







1,000,000,000 



Slide 16

The African Mobility 
Paradox
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Why Active Mobility Is the Heart of the 
Solution 



PAAPAM Development Process
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• Conceptualized at the Africa Regional Forum for 
Action  in June 2022.

• Over 1,500 people consulted. 

• Over 20 meetings with all sub regions on the 
continent.

• Launched at the World Urban Forum, November 
2024.

• Initial validation meeting with the African Union in 
August 2025.

• Awaiting ministerial ratification.  

PAAPAM Development 
Process



Guiding Principles

• Leave No One Behind
• Evidence Based Practice
• Policy Coherence
• Community Engagement
• Multi sector Partnerships



What PAAPAM Actually Does 









What’s next?

• Initial capacity-building and support 

programs are planned for 

• Ghana, 

• Malawi, 

• Cameroon, 

• Morocco, 

• Kenya.

#GoPAAPAMNovember 2025

2025-2028

2025-2028



2025-2028

Capacity Building 

Ecosystem Analysis Technical Assistance 

Continuous Engagement



2025-2028

Community and Advocacy

Validation Mechanism Knowledge Products

Knowledge Sharing Platform

Study Tours



Emerging African 
Solutions (Hope)
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What can you do?

• Individual Level

• Community or Institutional 
Level

• City Level

• Country Level



Jan Gehl

"A good city is like a good party – people stay longer 
than really necessary because they are enjoying 
themselves.“
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