
RfH Community Development Vehicle 
The Uhuru 
 
 
Vehicle Yamaha AG200. Agricul tural  200cc motorcycle bui l t  for  the Austral ian 

out back.                                                                                                       
F i t ted with of f   road tyres and special  equipment i t ’s  a “go anywhere’ ’  
vehic le.   This is  f i t ted  to a purpose bui l t   s idecar chassis,  which is  
designed  to complement  the Yamaha and manufactured in  Afr ica  
us ing  local   mater ia ls and ski l ls .  

 
Equipment 20 l i t re water /petrol  can. Hand winch, large battery,  emergency l ight ing, 

cargo carrying area,  lockable equipment storage locker,  soft  seat and 
removable stretcher  system                          for  ambulance duty  
complete with ra in protect ion for  pat ients,  towing hi tch.   

 
Trailer option To complement the above. Purpose bui l t  out  of   the same mater ia ls in 

Afr ica.  s imple   box trai ler   to increase the carrying capaci ty of  the 
vehic le.  I t   has the opt ional   tow bar to a l low i t  to be towed  by the 
s idecar,  solo  motorcycle,  push bike or  pushed by hand. The  large 
wheels,   together wi th i ts  l ight  but  strong construct ion give i t  the abi l i ty  
to operate of f  road. I t  can carry up to e ight jerry cans  (160 l i t res of  
water / fuel) .  

 
Power pack Self-a l igning vee dr ive power ro l lers complete with water  pump and 

auxi l iary power takeoff .  This has been designed to transfer the power 
f rom the back wheel  of  the bike to dr ive     equipment 
inc luding a water  pump del iver ing up to 100 l i t res  per minute.  To give 
continuous operat ion the motorcycle is  f i t ted wi th a cool ing fan system 
and hand thrott le.  Giving easy and safe operat ion in the f ie ld,  i t  
extends the uses of  the Uhuru. 

 
General  This vehic le is  a cost-ef fect ive l ightweight  and extremely sturdy s idecar 

powered by a smal l  capaci ty motorcycle.  I t  has been designed and bui l t  
for  use in harsh Afr ican condi t ions for  health and s imi lar  outreach 
purposes and for  referra l  of  incapacitated pat ients to cl in ics and 
hospita ls .  I t  can be used for  economic development in rural  areas as i ts  
generator  can be used to pump water ,  dr ive a lathe etc.  I t  is  a lso 
sui table for  a range of developmental  commercial  act iv i t ies (  goods to 
market,  taxis etc) .  The vehic le wi l l  be manufactured in Afr ican urban 
centres.  This generates income. I t  a lso creates a ski l led workforce – 
welders wheel- lacers etc.  I t  keeps the cost to local  customers at  a 
real is t ic  level .  Mater ia ls can be sourced local ly ,  wi th no need to import  
expensive mater ia ls .  Prototypes have been tested in the f ie ld for more 
than two years and have proved impressively res istant to harsh 
condit ions and hard, intensive use.  

 The construct ion is  s imple and strong. The f ramework is square sect ion 
(1")  s teel .  The skin is current ly of  aluminium, but i t  can be of  s teel  or  
plywood.                                                                                                  
Speci f icat ion can be var ied to sui t  c ircumstances and demand.  be of  
s teel  or plywood.                                                                                           
Speci f icat ion can be var ied to sui t  c ircumstances and demand.  

 
Users  Vi l lage development commit tees anxious to improve qual i ty  of   l i fe and 

to develop sustainable income-generat ing programmes.  
    Commercia l  organisat ions both large and smal l .  
 


