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Why data is so important?
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴΧ

ΧŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘέ

ÅReliable data is essential to:
ÅPrioritize public health issues

ÅAssess the full nature of the problem (who is at risk ? When ? Why ? )

ÅAssess the real economic costs associated with road crashes 

ÅDesign the most (cost) effective road safety interventions

ÅMonitor progress and adjust work plan

ÅData on the magnitude of the problem and the risk factors are essential to 
develop a systematic approach to road safety: At the heart of a SAFE 
SYSTEM APPROACH

Source: Word Report on Road Traffic Injury Prevention. World Health 
Organization and The World Bank, 2004
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Why data is so important?

ÅIt is necessary to generate baselines on road safety in each country, this could 
help governments addressing their interventions and assessing the effectiveness 
of their programs

ÅThis is not only for measuring global progress, but also to create a healthy 
competitionamong countries

ÅTo design an effective baseline, you must identify, first:
- The people and agencies involved in the collection, processing and use of road safety 
data;
- The sources and data systems in operation, their strengths and limitations;
- The needs of the end users;
- Political factors that help or hinder the improvement of road safety data systems.

Source: WHO Global Status Report on Road Safety & WHO Data systems, a road 
safety manual for decisions makers and practitioners

ά¢ƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέ
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What is a Regional Road Safety Observatory?  

ÅA formal network of governmental representatives, sharing similar 
culture, safety challenges and the desire to take actions to improve 
road safety in their countries. 

ÅA forum to share experiences, data and information regarding road 
safety policies, to conduct joint studies and to learn from each other 
and to facilitate co-operation. 
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Observatories  challenges

INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF THE DATA SYSTEM

ROAD SAFETY OBSERVATORY

Information system for the planning and 
evaluation of road safety policies

THE DATA SYSTEM

What information do we need for decision 
making in road safety policies?
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Whya Road Safety Observatory for Africa ?  

ÅRaising road safety on the political agenda 

ÅCreating incentives for better road safety performance, emulation, co-
operation.  

ÅHelp countries to improve data as required by WHO monitoring 
process 

ÅScale up achievements of a few countries to more countries (snow 
ball effect)  

ÅProvide country with a tool to more systematically collect safety data 
(crash and other SPIs)  

ÅExperiences in other regions have demonstrated the value of RSO. 
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Expected outputs of the Africa RSO

ÅA network :
ÅPolicy level
ÅData experts 

ÅA forum to exchange and discuss
ÅPolicy issues 
ÅTechnical and methodological issues 
ÅExperiences 
ÅLearn from each other 

ÅA common database

ÅCommenǎǳǊǾŜȅǎΣ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΣ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ΧΦ 
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KonstandinosDiamandouros, «Current and future challenges of the European Road Safety Observatory»

European Road Safety Observatory

ÅThe ERSOis the information system of the European 

Commission with harmonized specialist information 

on road safety practices and policy in European 

countries.

ÅDataincluded in ERSO (macroscopic and in-depth) 

concern:

- Road accidents - Social costs

- Risk exposure - Traffic laws and measures

- Safety performance indicators - Accident causation data

- Under-reporting of accidents - Accident injury data

- Country characteristics

ÅThe knowledgesection contains several reports on 

important road safety issues, as well as the road safety 

country profiles.



IRTAD : the International Traffic Safety Data and Analysis 
Group 

ÅPermanent working group of 
ITF/OECD
Å80 Members from 42 countries: 
ÅGovernmental agencies, research 

organisations, industry, academia, 
bDhǎΧ
ÅOpen to all countries 

ÅAggregated database based on 
common definitions 
ÅAnnual report
ÅProgressive inclusion of more 

countries, following data audit
ÅNigeria, Morocco, South Africa 

are part of the network 
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New Partnerships (PAHO, other MDB) International 
recognitions –UN General Secretary  

Design of a 
Motorcycle's Plan of 

Action for Pilot 
Countries

Data Coordinators 
Workshop

Programmed VCs and 
training Webinars

Road Safety 
Baseline 
Surveys, 

Harmonization, 
and Analysis 

Interventions on 
Child Restraint 

Systems and Helmet 
Usage
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YOUR RESPOSES TO THE SURVEY
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Thanks for Answering the 
Survey!


