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African Cities are Crowded, Disconnected & Costl
(2017 Report)

Typical African cities share three features that constrain urban
development and create daily challenges for residents:

Africa's Cities

Crowded, not economically dense — investments in infrastructure, industrial
and commercial structures have not kept pace with the concentration of
people, nor have investments in affordable formal housing; congestion

and its costs overwhelm the benefits of urban concentration.

Disconnected — cities have developed as collections of small and fragmented
neighborhoods, lacking reliable transportation and limiting workers' job opportunities
while preventing firms from reaping scale and agglomeration benefits.

Costly for households and for firms — high nominal wages and transaction costs

deter investors and trading partners, espedially in regionally and internationally
Somik Vinay Lall tradable sectors; workers' high food, housing, and transport costs increase
e labor costs to firms and thus reduce expected retums on investment.
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- 39 Most Rapidly Urbanizing City in Africa
- Qutdated Landuse Master-> dated 1979
- Massive Traffic Congestion



