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-- 
CONVE3TIO&- AXD STAT’C’TE ON THE INTERNATIOPJAL 

B.EGI?IIE OF’ MARITIME PORTS AND PROTOCOL 
OF SIGNATURE 1 

Signed at heva, December 9, 1923. P~tificatious deposited by Be 
Belgian Congo and Territory of Rua.uda-Unmdi), May 16, 1927; British 

um (excluding 
kfnpire Aug 29 

1924; New Z&d and India, April 1,1925; Denmark (excluding Greenland), Sprii 27,1926f 
Greece, Jan. 2% 1927: Japan, Se 
Switzerland Oct. 231927. F ina? 

t. 30, 1920; Siam, Jan. 9, 1925; Sweden, Sept. 15, 1927; 
acce581ous deposited by Austria,, Jan. 20,1927; Xewfouqd- 

hnd,.April23, 1925; Southern Rhode&, ++l, 23, 1925; Austraba, June 2Q, 1925; Rnti 
colou~es,, prorectoratej and mandated terntones, Sept. 22, 1925. Accw~ous sub>& to 
mtiticatloo deposited by France, Dec. 1,19X; Panama, July 31! 1925. 
f@ Protocd came into force on July 26,1926. 

The Conventron and 

ber, l%T’27, pg. 1614r-1516.) 
(League of Nations Of&& Journal Novem- 

The British Empire (with New Zealand and India), Germany, Belgium, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Denmark, Spain, Esthonia, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 
Japan, Lithuania, i\rorway, the Netherlands, Salvador, Kingdom of the 
Serbs, Cmats and Slovenes, Siam, Sweden, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia and 
Pruguay. 

Desirous of ensuring in the fullest measure possibIe the freedom of com- 
munications mentioned in Article 23 (e) of the Covenant by guaranteeing 
in the maritime ports situated under their sovereignty or authority and for 
purposes oi international trade equality of treatment between the ships of all 
the conacting srates, their cargoes and passengers; 

Considering that the best method of achieving their present purpose is by 
means oi a general convention to which the greatest possible number of 
states can Ia.rer accede; 

And Ebereas the conference which met at Genoa on the 10th April, 1922, 
requested, in a resolution which was transmitted to the competent organiza- 
tions of the League of Nations with the approval of the Council and the 
Assembly of the League, that the international conventions relating to the 
regime oi communications provided for in the Treaties of Peace should be 
concluded and nut into operation as soon as possibIe, and whereas, Article 
379 of the Tre& of Versailles and the corresponding articles of the other 
treaties provide for the preparation of a general convention on the interna- 
tiond regime oi ports; 

1 G. B. Treaty Series No. 24 (1925). 
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Communications and Transit, delegate at the Second General Conference on 
Communications and Transit; 

His Majesty the King of the Hellenes: M. A. Pohtis, Technical Repre- 
sentative of the Hellenic Government in Paris, delegate at the Second Gen- 
eral Conference on Communications and Transit; and M. Demetre G. Phocas, 
Captain in the Hellenic Navy, delegate at the Second General Conference 
on Communications and Transit; 

His Serene Highness the Governor of Hungary: M. Emile de Walter, 
Ministerial Counsellor at the RoyaI Hungarian Ministry for Foreign AtIairs, 
delegate at the Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

&is %&ajesty the King of Italy: M. Paolo Bignami, former Under-Secre- 
tary of State, former member of the Chamber of Deputies, delegate at the 
Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

His ?vfajezT the Emperor of Japan: Mr. S. Okuyama, Counsellor of 
Embassy, Assistant Head of the Japanese League of Nations Office in Paris, 
delegate at the Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

The President of the Republic of_T,ithuania: M. C. Dobkevicius, Counsefior 
at the Lithuanian Legation in Paris, delegate at the Second Generd Con- 
ference on Csmmunications and Transit; 

His Maje:i- -- the King of Norway: 3%. Gabriel Smith, delegate at, the Sec- 
ond Generai Conference on Communications and Transit; 

Her Najesry the Queen of the Netherlands: Jonkheer W. J. M. van 
Eysinga, Prciessor at the University of Leyden, member of the Advisory 
and Technic-2 Committee for Communications and Transit, delegate at the 
Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

The President of the Republic of Salvador: M. J. G. Guerrero, Envoy 
Extraordinsry and Minister Plenipotentiary to the President of the French 
Republic and ;o His Majesty the King of Italy, delegate at the Second Gen- 
erai Conference on Communications and Transit; 

His -\fajesrv the King of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes: 31. B. Vouko- 
vitch, Diresro-r of the State Railways, delegate at the Second General Con- 
ference on Communications and Transit; 

His iLIajesty the Ring of Siam: M. Phya Sanpakitch Preecha, Envoy 
Extraordinsry and Xnister Plenipotentiary to His Majesty the King of 
Spain and to His Majesty the King of Italy, delegate at the Second General 
Conference on Communicationsxnd Transit; 

His X.jesty the King of Sweden: Baron Alstrijmer, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister PIenipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Council; 

The Swiss Federal Council: Dr. Robert Herold, Director of the Railway 
Division of the Federal Department of Posts and Railways, member of the 
Advisory and Technical Committee for Communications and Transit, dele- 
gate at the Second GeneraI Conference on Communications and Transit; 

The President of the Czechoslovak Republic: M. J. Dvoraiek, Minister 
Plenipotent&v and Head of the Economic Department of the Ministry for 
Foreign .~‘~im; 
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Communications and Transit, delegate at the Second General Conference on 
’ Communications and Transit; 

His Majesty the King of the Hellenes: M. A. Politis, Technical Repre- 
sentative of the Hellenic Government in Paris, delegate at the Second Gen- 
eral Conference on Communications and Transit; and M. Demetre G. Phoms, 
Captain in the Hellenic Kavy, delegate at the Second General Conference 
on Communications and Transit; 

His Serene Highness the Governor of Hungary: M. Emile de Walter, 
Ministerial Counsellor at the Royal Hungarian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
deiegate at the Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

His Majesty the King of Italy: &I. Paolo Bignami, former OnderSecre- 
tary of State, former member of the Chamber of Deputies, delegate at the 
Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan: Mr. S. Okuyama, Counsellor of 
Embassy, Assistant Head of the Japanese League of Nations Of&e in Paris, 
delegate aC the Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

The President of the Republic of-Lithuania: M. C. Dobkevicius, Counsellor 
at the Lithuanian Legation in Paris, delegate at the Second General COO- 
ference on Communications and Transit; 

His Majesty the King of NorKay: M. Gabriel Smith, delegate at ;he Eec- 
ond General Conference on Communicst.ions and Transit; 

Her hlajesty the Queen of the Netherlands: Jonkheer TF. J. M. van 
Eysinga, Professor at the University of Leyden, member of the -4dvisor-y 
and Technical Committee for Communications and Transit, delegate at the 
Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

The President of the Republic of Salvador: M. J. G. Guerrero, Envoy 
Extraordinsry and Xinister Plenipotentiary to the President of the French 
Republic and to His Majesty the King of Italy, delegate at the Second Gen- 
era1 Conference on Communications and Transit; 

His 3iajesty the King of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes: 11. B. Vouko- 
vitch, Director of the State Railways, deIegate at the Second General Con- 
ference on Communications and Transit; 

His Majesty the King of Siam: M. Phya Sanpakitch Preechs, Envoy 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to His Majesty the King of 
Spain and to His &lajesty the King of Italy, delegate at the Second General 
Conference on Communicationsrmd Trsnsit; 

His lajesty the King of Sweden: Baron AlstrSmer, Envoy Extraordinary 
and ~Minister Pienipotentiary to the Swiss Federal Council; 

The Swiss Federal Council: Dr. Robert Herold, Director of the Railmy 
Division of the Federal Department of Posts and Railways, member of the 
Advisory and Technical Committee for Communications and Transit, de& 
gste at the Second General Conference on Communications and Transit; 

The President of the Czechoslovak Republic: M. J. Dvodiek, Mini&r 
Plenipotentiary and Head of the Economic Department of the Nix&try for 
Foreign 4ffSairs ; 

’ e 
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The President of the Republic of Uruguay: M. Benjamin Fern&de2 y 
IMedina, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister P1enipotentiar-y to His %jesty 
the King of Spain, chairman of the Advisory and Technical Committee for 
Communications and Transit; 

IFho, after communicating their full powers, found in good and due form, 
have agreed as follows: 

.9=rICLE 1 

The contracting states declare that they accept the Statute on :he Inter- 
national Regime of Maritime Ports, annexed hereto, adopted by +5e Second 
General Conference on Communications and Transit &ich met at Genera on 
the 15th November, 1923. 

This statute shall be deemed to constitute an integral part of the present 
convention. 

Consequently, they hereby declare that they accept -he o’oiigations and 
undertakings of the said statute in conformity with the terms and in acccrd- 
ante with the conditions set out therein. 

ARTICLE 2 
The present convention does not in any way affect the rights and obhga- 

tions arising out of the provisions of the Treaty of Peace signed at Versailles 
on the 28th June, 1919, or out of the provisions of the other corresponding 
treaties, in so far as they concern the Powers which have signed: or which 
benefit by, s&-treaties. 

hRTICLE 3 

The present convention, of &rich the French and English t&z are both 
authentic, shall bear this day’s date, and shall be open for signature until the 
31st October, 1924, by any state represented at the conference of Geneva by 
any member of the League of Sations, and by any states to which the Coun- 
cil of the League of Nations shall have communicated a copy of the con-ien- 
tion for this purpose. 

-kRTICLE 4 
The present convention is subject to ratification. The instruments of 

rat&cation shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the League of 
Xations, who shall notify their receipt to every state signatory of or acceding 
to the convention. 

-ARTICLE 5 

On and after the 1st November, 1924, the present convention may be 
acceded to by any state represent.ed at the conference referred to in -krticle 
1, by any member of the League of Nations, or by any state to Fhich the 
COUIIC~~ of the League of Nations shall have communicated a copy of the 
convention for this purpose. 

dccessions shall be effected by an instrument communicated to the Secre- 
tan--General of the League of Kations to be deposited in the archives of the 
secret&at. The Secretary-General shalI at once notify such deposit to 
every state signatory of or acceding to the convention. 
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dRTICLE 6 

The present convention will not come into force until it has been &i&i 
in the name of five states. The date of its coming into force shalI be the 
ninetieth day after the receipt by the Secretary-General of the League of 
Sations of the tith ratscation. Thereafter, the present convention xii 
take effect in the case of each party ninety days after the receipt of its rati- 
fication or of the notification of its accession. 

In compliance with the provisions of Article 18 of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations, the Secretary-General will register the present convention 
upon the day of its coming into force. 

ARTICLE 7 
I special record shall be kept by the Secretary-General of the League of 

Nations showing, with due regard to the provisions of Article 9, which of &he 
parties have signed, ratified, acceded to or denounced the present conven- 
tion. This record shall be open to the members of the League at all rimes; 3 
shall be published as often as possible, in accordance with the directions of 
the Council. 

ARTXCLE 8 

Subject to the provisions of Article 2 above, the present convention rosy ‘be 
denounced by any party thereto aft.er the expiration of !ice years from -he 
date when it came into force in respect of that party. Denunciatiorr+sX be 
elected by notification in writing addressed to the Secretary-General of the 
League of Nations. Copies of such notification shall be transmitted forth- 
with by him to all the other parties, informing them of the date on x-‘hith it 
wss received. 

-4 denunciation shall take effect one year after the date on rrhich rhe nori- 
fication thereof was received by the Secretary-Generai, and shall operate omy 
in respect of the notifying state. 

Any state signing or acceding to the present convention may declare st the 
moment either of its signature, ratification or accession, that its acceptice of 
the present convention does not include any or all of its colonies! oversess _ 
Possessions, protectorates, or overseas territories, under its sovereignty or 
authority, and may subsequently accede, in conformity with the provisions 
of -tiicle 5, on behalf of any such colony, overseas possession, prot-ectorste 07 
territory excluded by such declaration. 

renunciation may also be made separately in respect of any such colony, 
overseas possession, protectorate or territory, and the provisions of M.icIe 8 
shall apply to any such denunciation. 

ARTICLE 10 
The revision of the present convention may be demanded at any time by 

one-third of the contracting states. 
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In faith whereof the above-named plenipotentiaries have signed the p, 
ent convention. 

Done at Geneva the 9th day of December, 1923, in a single copy which &a 
remain deposited in the archives of the secretariat of the League of Xati~~ 

Germany: GOTTFRIED aSca3u\?r. 
Belgium : x.AVIER NECJE&V. 

Brazil: E. LEITAO DE CARVALEO. 

British Empire : 
E. MO+NTA+OYOS. 
H. LLEWELLYX SPITS. 

Sew Zealand : 
-- 

J. ALLEN. t---m 

India : HARDINGE OF PICZCCHC~ST. 
Bulgaria : D. MIIBOFF. 
Chile : FFLANCISCO Rm.ss TIC&. 
Denmark: A. HOLCK-COLDTSG. 

Spain: GMO. BROCKX~XX. 

Subject to the right relating to emigration mentioned in Article 12 ‘twelve; 
of this Statute. (Translation.) 

Esthonia: c. R. POST.4. 

Greece : A. POLITIS. 

D. G. PHOC~. 
Subject to the right relating to emigration mentioned in Articir 12 @v&e) 

of this Statute. (Translation.) 

Hungary : WALTER. - 

Italy : PAOLO BIGXAXI. 

Subject to the right rebting to emigration mentioned in ~krticle 12 itweive) 
of this Statute. (Translation.) 

Japan : 8. 0KTJYAX4. 

Lithuania : DOBEEVICJXX. 

Subject to the right relating to emigration mentioned in &tic&l3 &w&e) 
of this Statute. (Translation.) 

Norway: GABRIEL SXITH. 

Netherlands : V. E~srma. 
With the exception of the overseas territories, Netherlands Indies. b&rinam 

and Curqao. (Translation.) 
SaIvador : J. GTJSTA~O GTXRRERO. 
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes: 

B. VOUKOVITCH. 

Subject to the right relating to emigration mentioned in kticle 12 $n&e) 
of this Statute. (Translation.) 

Siam : PHYA SANPA~EITCHPREECEU. 

Sweden: ALsTR&~ER. 

SwitzerIand : HEROLD. 

Czechoslovakia : J. DVOR&EK. 

Subject to the right relating to emigration mentioned in Article 12 [m) 
of this Statute. (Translation.) 

Uruguay: B. FERNAXDEZ Y MEDKXA. 
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STATUTE 

.hTICLE 1 

AII ports which are normally frequented by sea-going vessels and used for 
foreign trade shall be deemed to be maritime ports within the meaning of the 
present statute. 

ARTICLE 2 

Subject to the principle of reciprocity and to the reservation set out in 
the first paragraph of Article 8, every contracting state undertakes to grant 
the vessels of every other contracting state equality of treatment wirh its own 
vessels, or those of any other state whatsoever, in the maritime ports situated 
under its sovereignty or authority, as regards freedom of access to the port, 
the use of the port, and the full enjoyment of the benefits as regards naviga- 
tion and commercial operations which it affords to vessels, their cargoes and 
passengers. 

The equality of treatment thus established shall cover facihties of ail 
kinds, such as allocation of berths, loading and unloading facilities, as weIi as 
dues and charges of aI.I kinds levied in the name or for the account of the 
government, public authorities, concessionaries or undertakings of any kind. 

riRTICLE 3 

The provisions of the preceding articIe in no way restrict the libeny of the 
competent port authorities to take such measures as they may deem ex- 
pedient for the proper conduct of the business of the port provided that these 
measures comply with the principle of equality of treatment as de&red in the 
said article. 

&iTICLE 4 

AU dues and charges levied for the use of maritime ports shall be duly 
published before coming into force. 

The same shaI.l apply to the by-laws and regulations of the port. 
In each maritime port the port authority shall keep open for inspection, 

by aII persons concerned, a table of the dues and charges in force, as EelI as s 
copy of the by-laws and regulations. 

kRTICLE .j 

In assessing and appIying customs and other analogous duties, local octroi 
or consumption duties, or incidental charges, Ievied on the importation or 

$Wxtation of goods through the maritime ports situated under the sover- 
eignty or authority of the contracting states, the Bag of the vesse1 must not 
he taken into account and, accordingly, no distinction may be made to the 
detriment of the ffag of any contracting state whatsoever as between that 
%X and the Rag of the state under whose sovereignty or authority the port b 
dusted, or the flag of any other state whatsoever. 
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--- 

ARTICLE 6 
In order that the principle of equal treatment in maritime ports laid down 

in iirjcie 2 may not be rendered ineffective in practice by the adoption of 
other methods of discrimination against the vesseis of a contracting state 
using such ports, each contracting state undertakes to apply the provisions 
of kicles 4, 20, 21 and 22 of the statute annexed to the Convention on the, 
International Regime of Railways, signed at Geneva, on the 9th December, 
1923, so far as they are applicable to traffic. to or from a maritime port, 

’ w whether or noLsuch contracting state is a party to the said Convention on 
‘the International Regime of Railways. The aforesaid articles are to be in- 
terpreted in conformity with the provisions of the protocol of signature of 
the said convention. (See Annex.) 

ARTICLE 7 
L-n;E-;q ia*_- there are special reasons justifying an exception, such as those 

based upon special geographical, economic or technical conditions, the cus- 
toms <sties levied in any maritime port situated under the sovereignty or 

authotiy of a contracting state may not exceed the duties levied on the 
other customs frontiers of the said state on goods of the same kind, source or 
destinzion. 

If, ir+r special reasons sa& out above, a contracting state grants special 
CUst~O~ facilities on other routes for the importation or exportation of goods, 
it sha2 not use these facilities as a means of discriminating unfairly against 
imporrsdon or exportation through the maritime ports situated under its 
sovereignty or authority. 

ARTICLE 8 
Each of the contracting states reserves the power, after giving notice 

through diplomatic-channels, of suspending the benefit of equality of treat- 
ment irom any vessel of a state which does not effectively apply, in any mari- 
tlime port situated under its sovereignty or authority, the provisions of this 
statute to the vessels of the said contracting state, their cargoes and pas- 
sengers. 

In the event of action being taken as provided in the preceding paragraph, 
the syate which has taken action and the state against which action is taken, 
shall both alike have the right of applying to the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice by an application addressed to the registrar; and the court 
shall settle the matter in accordance with the rules of summary procedure. 

EveF contracting state shall, however, have the right at the time of sign- 
ing or ratifying this convention, of declaring that it renounces the right of 
taking action as provided in the first paragraph of this article against any 
other state Fchich may make a similar declaration. 

ARTICLE 9 

This statute does not in any way apply to the maritime coasting trade. 
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ARTICLE 10 

Each, contracting state reserves the right to make such arrangements 
for towage in its maritime ports as it thinks fit, provided that the provisions 
of Articles 2 and 4 are not thereby infringed. 

ARTICLE 11 
Each contracting state reserves the right to organize and administer pilot- 

age services as it thinks fit. Where pilotage is compulsory, the dues and 
facilities ofFered shah be subject to the provisions of Articles 2 and 4, but 
each contracting state may exempt from the obIigation of compuIsory pilot- 
age such of its nationals as possess the necessary technical qualifications. 

ARTICLE 12 
9 # Each contracting state shall have the power, at the time of signing or ratify- 

ing this convention, of declaring that it reserves the right of limiting the 
transport of emigrants, in accordance with the provisions of its own Iegisla- 
tion, to vessels which have been granted special authorization as fuINling 
the requirements of the said legislation. In exercising this right, however, 
the contracting state shall be guided, as far as possible, by the principles of 
this statute. 

The vessels so authorized to transport emigrants shah enjoy all the benefits 
of this statute in aII maritime ports. 

ARTICLE 13 
This statute applies to all vessels, whether publicly or privately owned or 

controlled. 
It does not, however, apply in any way to roarships or vessels performing 

police or administrative functions, or, in general, exercising any kind of 
public aut.hority, or any other vessels which for the time being are exclusively 
employed for the purposes of the naval, military or air forces of a state. 

ARTICLE 14 
T&s statute does not in any way appIy to fishing vessels or to their catches. 

ARTICLE 15 

mere in virtue of a treaty, convention or agreement a contracting state 
has granted specid rights to another state within a defined area in any of its 
maritime ports for the purpose of facilitating the transit of goods or passen- L-i 
@rs to or from the territory of the said state, no other contracting state can 
invoke the stipulations of this statute in support of any claim for similar 
special rights. 

Every contracting state which enjoys the aforesaid special rights in a mari- 
‘tim e port of another state, whether contracting or not, shall conform to the 
-PrQ%ons of this statute in its treatment of the vessels trading with it, and 
their cargoes and psssengers. 
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Every contracting state which grants the aforesaid special rights to a no, 
contracting state is bound to impose, as one of the conditions of the gran: 
an obligation on the state which is to enjoy the aforesaid rights to confoni 

to the provisions of this statute in its treatment of the vessels trfig aith it, 
and their cargoes and passengers. 

hZTICLE 16 

Measures of a general or particular character which a contractiry: state 
is obliged to take in ease of an emergency affecting the safety of the stat& 
or the vital interests of the country may, in exceptional cases, and for aa 
short a period as possible, involve a deviation from the provisions of ..~&a 
2 to 7 inclusive; it being understood that the principles of the present dilute 
must be observed to the utmost possible extent. --z 

ARTICLE 17 

30 contracting state shall be bound by this statute to permit the transit 
of passengers whose admission to its territories is forbidden, or of gooh oi a 
kind of which the importation is prohibited, either. on groun& of public 
heaith or security, or as a precaution against diseases of animals or ptim. 
As regards traffic other than traffic in transit, no contracting stz~e ehail be 
bound by this statute to permit the transport of passengers Fhose sdm%on 
to its territories is forbidden, or of goods of which the impor, ‘2; ~S-,OZ is 
prohibited, by its national Iaws. 

Each contracting state shall be entitled to take the necessaq- >~caurion- 
ary measures in respect of the transport of dangerous goods or eoods of a 
similar character, as well as genera1 police measures, inciuding tie corTm1 
of emigrants entering or leaving its territory, it being understood :-hat such 
measures must not result in any discrimination contrary ro :ne principles 
of the present statute. 

Nothing in this statute shall aBect the measures which one of the conrract- 
ing states is or may feel called upon to take in pursuance oi general ~h.er- 
national conventions to which it is a party, or which may be coocIuded here- 
after, particularly conventions concluded under the auspices of *he League 
of Xstions, relating the trafhc in women and children, the tran$ eqor: or 

import of particular kinds of articles such as opium or other dangeerous drugs, 
arms, or the produce of fisheries, or in pursuance of general conventions 
intended to prevent any infringement of industrial, literary or art&c prop 
erty, or relating to false marks, false indications of origin or other methods 
of unfair competition. 

This statute does not prescribe the rights and duties of belligerents and 
neutrals in time of war. The statute shall, however, continue in force in 
time of war so far as such rights and duties permit. 
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The contracting states undertake to introduce into those conventions in 
force on the 9th December, 1923, which contravene the provisions of this 
statute, so soon as circumstances permit, and in any case on the expiry of 
such conventions, the modiZ.cations required to bring them into harmony 
with such provisions, so far as the geographical, economic or technical cir- 
cumstances of the countries or areas concerned allow. 

The same shall apply to concessions granted before the 9th December, 
1923, for the total or partial expioitation of maritime ports. 

* 4 .hTICLE 20 - 
This statute does not entail in any way the withdrawaI of facilities which 

are greater than those provided for in the statute and which have been 
granted in respect of the use of maritime ports under conditions consistent 
with its principies. This statute .&so entaiIs no prohibition of such grant 
of greater facilities in the future. - 

&iTXCLE 21 

Fithout prejudice to the provisions of the second paragraph of Article 3, 
disputes mhich may arise between contracting states as to the interpretation 
or the application of the present statute shall be settled in the following 
manner : 

ZjhouId it prove impossib!e to sett.Ie such dispute either directIy between 
the parties or by any other method of amicable settIement, the parties to the 
dispute may, before resorting to any procedure of arbitration or to a judicial 
settlement, submit the dispure ioran advisory opinion to the bodyestablished 
by the League of Xations as the advisory and technical organization of mem- 
bers of the League for matters of communications and transit. In urgent 
cases a preliminary opinion may be given recommending temporary meas- 
ures, incIuding measures to restore the facibties for international traffic 
which existed before the act or occurrence which gave rise to the dispute. 

Should it prove impossible to settle the dispute by any of the methods of 
procedure enumerated in the preceding paragraph, the contracting states 
shaII submit their dispute to arwtion, unless they have decided, or shall 
decide, under an agreement between them, to bring it before the Permanent 
Court of Iniernationd Justice. 

.%RTICLE 22 

lf the case is submitted to the Permanent Court of International Justice, 
it shah be heard and determined under the conditions laid dovm in Article 27 
?f the statute of the court. 
f If arbitration is resorted to, and unless the parties decide otherwise, each 
@‘ty shah appoint an arbitrator, and a third member of the arbitral tribunal 
eaI.I be elected by the arbitrators, or, in case the latter are unabIe to agree, 
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shall be selected by the Council of the League of Nations from the list 0 
assessors for communications and transit cases mentioned in Article 27 0; 
the Statute of the Permanent Court of International Justice; in such latter 
case, the third arbitrator shall be selected in accordance tith the provisions 
of the penultimate paragraph of Article 4 and the first paragraph of Article 
5 of the Covenant of the League. 

The arbitral tribunal shall judge the case on the basis of the terms of refer. 
ence mutually agreed upon bet,ween the parties. If the parties have failed to 
reach an agreement, the arbitral tribunal, acting unanimously, shall itself 
draw up terms of reference after considering the claims formulated by the 
parties: if unanimity cannot, be obtained, the Council of the League of Na- 
tions shall decide the terms of reference under the conditions laid doFli in the 
preceding paragraph. If turocedure is not determined by the terms of 
reference: it shall be settledby the arbitral tribunal. 

During the course of the arbitration the parties, in the absence of any con- 
t.rary provision in the terms of reference, are bound to submit to the Perma- 
nent Court of International Justice any question of international law or 
question as to the legal meaning of this statute the solution of vrhich the 
arbizsl Tribunal, at the request of one of the parties, pronounces to be a nec- 
essay- preliminary to the settlement of the dispute. 

ARTICLE 23 

I: i; understood that this statute must, not be interpreted as regulating in 
any rray rights and obligations inter se of territories forming part of or placed 
under the protection of the same sovereign state, whether or not these terri- 
tories are individually contracting states. 

ARTICLE 24 

Xorhing in the preceding articles is to be construed as affecting in any way 
the rights or dut.ies of a contracting state as member of the League of Na- 
tiODS. 

-- 
AIiiEX 

Text of t.he articles of the Statute on the International Regime of Railways 
and of the provisions relating thereto contained in the Protocol of Signa- 
ture. 

Arti& 4 
Paoe&zing the necessity of granting sufficient elasticity in the operation 

of ra.ilvmys to allow the complex needs of traffic to be met, it is the intention 
of t.he contracting states to maintain unimpaired full freedom of operation 
while ensuring that such freedom is exercised without detriment to interna- 
tional trafiic. 

They undertake to give reasonable facilities to international traffic and to 
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refrain from all discrimination of an unfair nature directed against the other 
contractiig states, their nationals or their vessels. 

The benefit of the provisions of the present article is not confined to traffic 
governed by a single contract; it extends aIso to the traffic dealt with in Arti- 
cles 21 and 22 of the present statute subject to the conditions specified in the 
said articles. 

I * .4&k? 20 
- The contracting states, recognizing the necessity in general of leaving 

tar+ sufficient %e.xibility to permit of their being adapted as closely as pos- 
sible to the complex needs of trade and commercial competition, retain full 
freedom to frame their tar& in accordance with the principles accepted by 
their ovm IegisIation, provided that this freedom is exercised without detri- 
ment 10 international tmfhc. 

They undertake to apply to international traffic tariffs which are reason- 
able both as regards their amounts and the conditions of their application, 
and *undertake to refrain from all discrimination of an unfair nZure directed 
sasinz the other contracting states, their nationals or their vessels. 
-Th,ese provisions shall not prevent the establishment of combined rail and 

sea xriS which comply tith the principles laid down in the previous 
pam,Tphs. 

&ficie 21 
The ‘benefit af the previsions of Article 20 shah not be confined-to transport 

bsed on single contracts. It shall extend equally to transport made up of 
successive stages by rail, by sea or by any other mode of transport traversing 
the xrritory of more than one contracting state and regulated by separate 
ccxrscts, subject to the ful%Iment of the foIlowing conditions: 

Esch of the successive contracts must specify the initial source and find 
de.Tiation of the consignment; during the whole duration of -carriage the 
DOCKS must remain under the supervision of the carriers and must be for- 
warded by each carrier to his successor direct and without delay other than 
th3t necessary for the completion of the transport operations and the cus- 
mm, octroi, police or other administrative formalities. 
;?r:& 22 ---i-. 

The provisions of .krticIe 20 shaJi be equahy applicable to internal as Ffeli 
‘a to international trafEc by rail as regards goods which remain temporsrily 
.i the port without regard to the flag under which they have been imported 
I[ ~41 be exported. 

‘rotW0Z of Signature 

It is understood that any differential treatment of flagz based solely on 
he consideration of the flag shouId be considered as discrimination of an u.n- 
enature in the sense of hrticles 4 and 20 of the Statute on the International 
&be of Railways. .$ 
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PROTOCOL OF SIGNATURE OF THE CONVEh”rI0l-Z ON THE 

INTERNATIONAL RtiGIME OF MARITINIE PORTS 

At the moment, of signing the convention of to-day’s date, rela-&g to th 
international regime oi maritime ports, the undersigned, duly authoriaed 
have agreed as follows: 

I. It is understood that the provisions of the present statute shall apply to- 
ports of refuge specially constructed for that purpose. 

2. It is understood that the British Government’s reservation as to the 
provisions of Section 24 of the Pilotage Act of 1913 is accepted. 

___~. 
c- 

3. It is understood that the obligations laid down in French lau in regard 
to ship-brokers shall not be regarded as contrary to the principle and 
spirit of the Statute on the International Regime of Marit.ime 
Ports. 

4. It is understood that the condition of reciprocity laid down ir kticle 2 
of the St.atute on the International R&ime of Maritime Ports shall 
not exclude from the benefit of the said statute contrsc-&g states 
which have no maritime ports and do not enjoy in any zone of a mari- 
time port of another state the rights mentioned in Article I5 oi the 
said statute. 

5. In the event of the flag or nationality of a contracting state king iden- 
tical with the flag or nat&nality of a state or territory rrhkh is out- 
side the convention, no claim can be advanced on behalf oi Tie latter 
state or territory to the benefits assured by this statute to :he fiags or 
nationals of contracting states. 

The present, protocol ~-ill ha.ve the same force, effect and duration as the 
statute of to-day’s date, of which it is to be considered as an integral part. 

t In faith whereof the .above-mentioned plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present protocol. 

Done at Geneva, the 9th day of December, 1923, in a single copy, which 
will remain deposited in the archives of the secretariat of the Leagx of Xa- 
tions; certified copies will be transmitted to all the States represented at tfie 
conference. 

, 

[Here jollm the same signakyes as those appearing at the end oj the wnven- 
Con.] 
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Sociitk des Nations - Rectreil dcs Trait&. 1926 

SGiiCiCUX de mcttre cn vigueur Its dispositions du Statut applicable au r6ginne international 
de3 ports mnritimes qili v a ti-t& adopt@, et de conch-e une conxntion g&~&ale B cct &et. Its 
fJautcs Par&s coniract:trltcs orit noxnm~ pour leurs pl&potentiaires : 

hT PItriSrDEXT DU R~rc~r ~?JLE?.fASD : 

Xo;keur Gottiried As~IxAN~\~, Consul gCn~ra1 B Genke ; 
_.-.-. __~. ..---- _._._..... _._~ _._.. --. ..- ._.-. - 
Suifr? de ka Itote pap 286. 

SI.LiS, Q jaIlVier 132j. 

S-iButz, 15 septernbre 1927. 

Surss~, 23 octobre 19.26. 

ADHI%IONS : 
De I'ALmICHB, h2 20 jXlVieI’ 1927. 

De Sx JiA JEST2 BKITANSIQW3, ?S pnrtir du 23 avril 19zj, pour la RhodCsie du Sud et pour’rerre-xeuve; 
h p?idr ciu 2<) jciil 1G))L j 
et BUZ; territcPires sous 

, pc>ur ~'XUSTRXLIE (cette adh6sion ne s’ittend pas B la Pxpouasie, 8. l’ile de Norfolk 
ma!xlnt rle Snuru ct de In I2‘ouvelle-GuinCe) ; B pnrtir ciu 22 septembre 1925, pour 

lcs co!o:lies, protectorats et territoires sous man&t s&ants : 
Bahamas Gatnbie Kedah 
Barbade Gibraltar Pcrlis 
BX-lllUdf3S Ilcs Gilbert et Ellice Kelantan 
Guyane britannique CGte de 1’Or Trengganu 
Hontl ix35 brif ,?nnique Grenade Ile Naurice 
Protcctorat dis Ilcs Salomon Hong-Kong Nigeria 

britanniques Jamaique (Bl’esceptiondes Iles Palestine 
ErunCi Turqucs, Caiques ct Cairnan) Sainte-HCl&ne 
Ceylan Kenya Sainte-Lucie 
Chypre Iles Sous-Lc-Vent : Saint-Vincent 
TICS Falk!and Antigoa Iles Seychelles 
Etats xaktis f&d&r& : Dominique Sierra Leone 

Pcrnk Xontserrat Somaliland 
Sclmgor 1 Saint-Christophe Levis Straits Settlements 
?Tugri Seinbilan Iles Vierges Territoire du Tanganyika 
Pii h an g Etats malais non f&l&& : Iles Tonga, TrinitC et Tobago 

Fitlji Johore Zanzibar, 

et 8. p:U?ir dU j ilGVeiTkbrC.? iQ2j, pour >kdte. 

De LA FRASCE, le 1~' tlCcembre 1yz1, 
so-us rt5scrve de ratification et sous les deus r6serves suivantes : 

10 La France nurn la fxaltt5 de suspexlre... conform.&~~ent a l’article S du statut, le bCnC- 
fice de l’t:z;llit@ de trn:tement pour In m:x.rinc nmrchande d’un Etat qui, en f&ant usage de 
!,I di:-t \-iii02 de I’- ‘t-’ <:I t icle I 2, paragmphe I, vicndrnit h rcmprc lui-m@me 1’4galiti: de traite- 
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tZ rlicle 2. 

La yrth~tc conVc:lt;Cli ix pOrte en rim r:tteinte aus droits et obligations qni rktultent des 
dispositions du ‘hit@ dc Pais, sign& i Veri:Ae5, le 28 juin IcJrg, oil ties dispositions cles autrcs 
trait&s analogues, cn ce qui concerne !e3 l’ui55ances sigw.taircs Ou b&$ficiaires de ccs trait&. 
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Article I. 

The Contracting States dxlarte that they accept the Statute on the International li@irne 
of Naritime Ports, anncstxl hereto, adopted by the Second General Conference on Communications 
and 

said 

Transit which mt:t at Geneva on~SovernEer 15, 1923. 
This Statute shall be deemed to constitute an integral part of the prcscnt Convention. 
Consequently, they herclw dccla.re that they accept the obligaticna and undertakings of the 
Statuti: in conformity with the te.rrris and in accordance with the conditions set out therein. 

Article 2. 

The present Conventiori does not in any way affect the rr+t ‘CA s an.d obliga.tions arising out 
of the provisions of tlx Treaty of Peace signed at Versailles ou June zS, IgIg, or out of the pro- 
visions Of the other corresporidin g Treaties, in so far as they concern the Powers which have signed, 
or which benefit by, such Treaties. 

Article 3. I.. 

The present Convention of which the French and English texts arc bot.11 authentic, shall bear 
this day’s date, and shall be open for signature until October 31, ~ga+, by any State represented 
at the Conftxence of Geneva, by any Member of the League of Natrons and by any States to which 
the Council of the League of hations shall have communicated a copy of the Convention for this 
purpose. 

The present Convention is subject to ratification. The instr-umcnts of ratification shall be 
deposited with the Sccretar’\-Gcricra 1 0i the League of Kations, who shall notiiy their receipt to 
every State signatory of or acceding to the Convention. 
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Arfide 7. 

Un rccueil spdcial sera tenu par le Secr&aire g&&n1 de la SociCt@ des Sations;, indiqnant 
compte tenu de l’articlc c,, quelles parties ont sign& ou raNi@ la prkntc convention, y ont adhdr6 
ou l’ont d&~onc&. Ce rtcucil sera constamnwnt oulwt 3115 Menibrcs de la Socie’tB et p::!)lication 
en sera Iaite aussi souvent que possible, suivant le.5 indications du Cons&. 

Sous r&xx des ilkpositions de l’article 2 de la pr&cnte convention, celle-ci peut tire dfnoncke 
par l’une qwlconque des Parties, nprk l’espiration d’un d&i de cinq nns, & partir de la date de 
son entr@c en vigucur pour Mite partie. La ddnoncintion scra faite sous forme de notification 
&rite, adress@e au Secr4taire ,&&-al de 13 Socicili: des SdiOilS. Copie de cette notification infor- 
nnnt toutes Its autrcs partics de la date & laqwlle ellr a ct& rc$ue, leur scra ilnlitt~diatemcnt 
transmisc pnr le Sccrkire g&&al. 

La d&nonciation prcndra effzt un an aprPs la date B laqlxlle aura <ix? rcsue pnr le StxrCtaire 
g~ndra1, et ne swa opdrante qu’cn ce qui conccrnc 1’ IZtat qui I’aura notMe. 

. 

Tout Etat signataire ou adh&ent de la pr&ente convention peut dbclarcr, soit au moment , 
de sa signature, soit*au moment di: sa ratification oil dc son atlh&on, quc son accc-ptntion de la 
prfsente convention n‘cn gage pas, soil I’?!lWilll)k, wit kc1 de sc’3 proLtxtorats, colonies, possessions 
ou territoircs d’nutrc+m~r swumis ?i sa swn-erriinc~i& 011 A son ;iiltorit&, ct peut, u!ttIrk~wemcnt et 
COi?fOrII?diIlCfit B l’articlc j, adh&cr sdp:tr@mcnt a;! Ito111 de l’u:t cplclci)nque de CC>: protectorats, 
cfhnics, pkxsions ou territoircs d’outrc-znrr, esclus par wtte d@ciaration. 

T,a d<nonciation pourra ~+x~cn-i s’efffcc tucr 9$wdrncnt pour tout protectorat, colonie, 
possession ou territoire d’ontre-mcr ; lcs dispositions de l’article 8 s’appliqiwront k cette d&non- . . 
clatroll. 
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Esfoitie 

Gre’ce 

Xavier ?U'EUJE.IN 

J. ALLEN 

D. XIKOFF 

A. I-IOLCK-COLI)ING 

Sous rthrve du droit concernant 
l’higration dent A l’article douze 
1.2 de ce Statut. 1 

Gmo. BROCKXANX 

C. R. P'XTA 

Sous r&crvc du chit concernant 
l’&nigration, dent 1’Xrt. douze 
(12) de ce St;itut. 1 

A. P. D. Ph 

Sfiaift 

Estartia 

Greece 



! 

Norolge 

Pays-Rns 

Umg1tny 

sous r&erve du droit c0nccr11a11t 
l’&~igration, dent l’art. ciouzc clc: 
Ce statLit. ’ 

I~OSKEVICIUS 

Gabriel SZIITH 

V. EYSISGA, A l’esception dcs terri- 
toires d’outrc-mrr, Indcs n&xlan- 
daises, Surinam e.t Curapo. 2 

Sous rkxve clu droit conctrnant 
l’&nigration, dont A I’art. IZ 
(douze) de ci: Statui I. 

B. ‘VOUGOVITCFI 

HEROID. 

Sous rkerm du droit cowxrnant 
i’dmigration, dent B l’art. 12 
(douze) de cc Statut 1 

J. DvoiziC~r< 

Snlvtznor 

Kirigdou: of t?ke Serbs, 
Cronts mrd Slove;res 
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